


The Massachusetts Antique Fire Apparatus Association and the International Fire 
Buffs Association invite you to Woburn, Massachusetts for the Summer, 2022 
convention. This event will be the first of its kind and will be a joint convention between 
SPAAMFAA and IFBA. We have a full selection of tours and seminars that will interest 
both antique apparatus enthusiasts and fire buffs alike. On Saturday there will be a fire 
apparatus show that features a parade, vendors and a hand-tub muster. Apparatus 
trophies will be awarded for a variety of categories. Saturday night will feature a cocktail 
hour and joint banquet at the host hotel. 

The Crowne Plaza Boston Woburn is our host hotel. The hotel is located at 15 
Middlesex Canal Park Rd, Woburn, MA 01801. The hotel offers a sports bar attached to 
the main lobby. All of the conference rooms are also in the same building as the hotel 
guest rooms. There is also an indoor swimming pool. The rate will be 119.00 per night 
with breakfast included. This rate is good from 6/20 to 6/27. The hotel can be booked by 
calling 781-935-8760 or clicking the link here. Please use code MAF to get this rate. It is 
imperative that this code is used so we can meet our quota for booked rooms. If 
booking online select “group rates” and enter the code.  

https://www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/find-hotels/hotel/rooms?qDest=15%20Middlesex%20Canal%20Park%20Rd,%20Woburn,%20MA%2001801,%20USA&qCiMy=52022&qCiD=21&qCoMy=52022&qCoD=26&qAdlt=1&qChld=0&qRms=1&qRtP=6CBARC&qIta=99801505&qGrpCd=MAF&qSlH=BOSMS&qAkamaiCC=US&qSrt=sBR&qBrs=re.ic.in.vn.cp.vx.hi.ex.rs.cv.sb.cw.ma.ul.ki.va.ii.sp.nd.ct.sx.we.lx&qAAR=6CBARC&qWch=0&qSmP=1&setPMCookies=true&qRad=30&qRdU=mi&srb_u=1&qpMn=0&qSHBrC=CP&icdv=99801505


The Shriners Auditorium at 99 Fordham Road in Wilmington is the site of the 
apparatus show, flea market and hand-tub muster. There will be a shuttle bringing 
participants back and forth between the venues. The travel time is approximately ten 
minutes. There is ample parking for a large number of apparatus as the property has 
multiple parking lots. 



Air Transportation: Boston-Logan International Airport is the closest airport to the 
event and is located approximately thirty minutes from the hotel. There is a Logan 
Shuttle to the Anderson Transportation Center in Woburn. The hotel operates a local 
shuttle but it has been suspended due to Covid. They hope that it will be back by June 
and be available to meet guests at Anderson for this event. 

Fire Apparatus: The fee to register fire apparatus is twenty dollars. The registration 
includes a dash plaque. A large portion of this money goes toward the Shriners 
Transportation Fund as a donation for hosting the show. Please pre-register so we can 
plan accordingly. SPAAMFAA safety rules will be in effect and proof of insurance is 
required. Apparatus will park behind the hotel in a separate lot. There will be overnight 
security.   

Merchandise: We are offering full color convention t-shirts for $20. We will also be 
offering challenge coins for $10 that will feature the SPAAMFAA and IFBA logos. Extra 
show dash plaques will be available for $5 at the MAFAA table on a first come first 
serve basis. 



Tour #1 – Thursday - Fire Museums. The busses will depart the hotel promptly at 08:30 and head for 
the Brockton Fire Museum. Attendees will be able to tour the museum at their own pace. Additionally the 
Brockton Fire Department will be present with several pieces of fire apparatus. The busses will then travel 
to the Bare Cove Fire Museum in Hingham where attendees will be able to see both the museum and the 
apparatus annex building. The busses will then head to Boston where participants will be able to get their 
own lunch at historic Quincy Market, From there buses will travel to the Boston Fire Museum before 
returning to the hotel at 15:00. 

Tour #2 – Thursday – Merrimack Valley Fire Departments. The busses will depart the hotel promptly at 
08:30 and head north to the Merrimack Valley. Stops at several area departments will feature photo 
opportunities of apparatus from the “mill cities”. The busses will also stop at the Lawrence Firefighters 
Union “Reliefs Inn” where participants will be provided lunch. Busses will return to the hotel at 15:00. 

Tour #3 – Friday - Battle Roads Fire Departments. Busses will depart the hotel promptly at 08:30 and 
head west to fire stations in Lexington, Bedford, Concord and Acton. This area known at the “Battle Road’ 
was the birthplace of the American Revolution. Lexington has a small museum that houses their 1911 
American LaFrance. There is also a possibility that their hand-tub will be on display. Participants will have 
ample opportunities to photograph in service apparatus from these departments and the opportunity to 
get lunch on their own at one of the several restaurants in historic Concord Center. Busses we return to 
the hotel for 15:00. 

Tour #4 – Friday - Merrimack Premium Outlets. Busses will depart at 08:30 and head north to the 
Merrimack Premium Outlets in New Hampshire. Patrons will be free to shop and dine at their own leisure 
before leaving the outlets at 14:00 to return to the hotel. 

Explore on your own – Massachusetts is a historic state with lots to offer. There is plenty of things to do 
in the area. Local members will be more than willing to assist you with ideas. Stop by the registration desk 
for information or ask one of the local members. 

Evening Seminars – We have an interesting variety of seminar topics for Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday evenings. Topics will include apparatus specs and purchasing, apparatus restoration, fire 
photography, history of leather fire helmets, apparatus history and rehab/canteen operations. 

Cookout - There will be a cookout in the apparatus area on Friday evening catered by the hotel for a cost 
of $15 per person. This will be a great opportunity for members to socialize and share their fire apparatus 
as well as for spectators to check out the attending rigs. 

Muster and Flea Market – Saturday there will be an apparatus parade from a local school  to the show 
site located at the Shriners Auditorium, 99 Fordham Road in Wilmington. There will be a fire memorabilia 
flea market along with an old fashioned hand-tub muster. There will possibly be an opportunity to pump 
using a Draft Commander pump testing trailer. Apparatus awards will be presented for a variety of 
categories. Shuttles will be available to bring patrons back and forth between the hotel and show site. 
Directions to the staging area and parade route will be provided to apparatus drivers. 

Banquet – We wrap up the convention Saturday evening at the Crowne Plaza with a joint cocktail hour 
with cash bar followed by a banquet. All dinners are $50 per person. There will be beef, chicken and 
vegetarian options. 

•



Schedule 

Wednesday, June 22nd 
07:00 - 09:00 - Registration Desk Open

09:00 - 17:00 - SPAAMFAA Board Meeting (Luncheon Break 11:30-13:00)

11:30 - 13:00 - IFBA Board Luncheon 

13:00 - 16:00 - IFBA Board Meeting

16:00 - 20:00 - Registration Desk Open

17:00 - 18:00 - Opening Ceremony

19:00 - 22:00 - Hospitality Open

20:00 - 21:00 - Lt. James O’Brien (Boston Fire Department Retired) Apparatus Design Presentation


Thursday, June 23rd 
07:00 - 09:00 - Registration Desk Open

08:30 - 15:00 - Bus Trip to Merrimack Valley Fire Departments

08:30 - 15:00 - Bus Trip to Brockton, Bare Cove and Boston Fire Museums

16:00 - 17:00 - Massachusetts Fireground Photos with Kevin White

16:00 - 17:00 - History Of The Leather Fire Helmet with Jason Marsella of Rekindled Lids

19:00 - 22:00 - Hospitality Open

19:00 - 22:00 - IFBA General Membership Meeting

20:00 - 22:00 - Guest Speaker Andy Swift of Firefly Restorations


Friday, June 24th 
07:00 - 09:00 - Registration Desk Open

08:30 - 15:00 - Bus Trip to Battle Roads Area Fire Departments

08:30 - 15:00 - Bus Trip to Merrimack Shopping Outlets

15:00 - 17:00 - Registration Desk Open

16:00 - 17:00 - History of Maxim Fire Apparatus by Howie Smith

16:00 - 17:00 - Vintage Metro Boston Fire Videos with Jay Pozarck

17:00 - 19:00 - Cookout in Apparatus Area

19:00 - 22:00 - Hospitality Open

19:30 - 21:00 - SPAAMFAA Chapter Presidents Meeting and Membership Meeting

19:00 - 20:00 - Boston Sparks Association Tour of Rehab Apparatus 

20:00 - 22:00 - Boston Sparks Association Rehab Presentation


Saturday, June 25th 
07:00 - Flea Market Setup Opens

08:00 - Apparatus Lineup and Photos (Coffee Provided by Rehab Five)

10:00 - 10:30 - Apparatus Parade

10:30 - 15:00 - Apparatus Muster and Flea Market

12:00 - 14:00 - Handtub Muster

14:30 - 15:00 - Apparatus Awards

16:00 - 18:00 - Hospitality Open

18:00 - 19:00 - Joint Cocktail Hour

19:00 - 22:00 - Joint Banquet 

22:00 - 23:00 - Hospitality Open 


